Management of an infected graft in the ascending aorta by an omental pedicel graft and irrigation with povidone iodine

ficult. In our patient computed tomography
established an early diagnosis that led to
prompt surgical intervention.

Replacement of the infected graft is
associated with a high risk. A more con-
servative approach by debridement and irriga-
tion with povidone iodine reduces the local
bacterial count but generally does not effect a
cure.” The major contributing factor to failure
in treatment of mediastinal graft infections is
the obliteration of the dead space because of
the rigidity of the retrosternal compartment.?
An omental pedicel graft fills the dead space
and reduces the potential for reinfection.**

As well- as having anti-inflammatory
properties, the omentum also contains an
angiogenesis factor’ which encourages new
blood supply and provides fibroblasts to
enhance healing. This in itself may be of
considerable importance in the management

NOTICE

British Cardiac Society

The Annual Meeting will take place at
the Scottish Exhibition Centre, Glas-
gow on 30 April to 3 May 1991.
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of local sepsis. The omentum is large enough
to be taken to anywhere in the body to treat
graft sepsis.
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5 Frimpong-Boateng K, Warnecke H, Schuler S. Transposi-
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Valve area and gradient, assessment by balloon dilatation -of aortic valve
(Rosenthal ez al). 238
Valvotomy, open, for critical aortic stenosis in infancy (Burch et al). 37
Ventilatory response to exercise, increased, mechanism in chronic heart
failure (Buller & Poole-Wilson). 281
Ventricle (ventricular)
left, disease, severe, relation of filling pattern to diastolic function (Ng &
Gibson). 209
function during balloon dilatation, aortic valve, elderly patients
(Egeblad & Wennevold). 32
sustained improvement after successful coronary angioplasty (Perry
et al). 277
long axis dynamics, functional importance (Jones ez al). 215
outflow tract obstruction, blood filled cyst of papillary muscle of
mitral valve producing: case report (Arnold et al). 132
right, infarction, optimal value of filling pressure in right side of heart
(Berisha et al). 98
outflow tract, pseudoaneurysm: case report (Sreeram et al). 129
overload, cross sectional echocardiographic identification of hypo-
plastic left heart syndrome and differentiation from other causes of
(Ludman ez al). 355
with modified loading conditions, pressure-volume relation changes
(Redington et al). 45
rate, ‘‘controlled”, meaning in atrial fibrillation (Rawles). 157
tachycardia, atrial natriuretic factor plasma concentrations, during and
after reversion (Twidale ez al). 154
familial, four families (Wren et al). 169

Warfarin, fixed dose, reduction of factor VII coagulant activity (Poller
et al). 231



